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Synopsis

WINNER! Best Musical - 2015 TonyA® Awards!WINNER! Best Score (Jeanine Tesori & Lisa Kron) -
2015 TonyA® Awards!WINNER! Best Book of a Musical (Lisa Kron) - 2015 TonyA®
Awards!WINNER! BEST MUSICAL - New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award, Obie Award, Lucille
Lortel Award, Outer Critics Circle Award, Off-Broadway Alliance AwardFINALIST! The Pulitzer Prize
for DramaWhen her father dies unexpectedly, graphic novelist Alison dives deep into her past to tell
the story of the volatile, brilliant, one-of-a-kind man whose temperament and secrets defined her
family and her life. Moving between past and present, Alison relives her unique childhood playing at
the family’s Bechdel Funeral Home, her growing understanding of her own sexuality, and the
looming, unanswerable questions about her father’s hidden desires. Fun Home is a refreshingly

honest, wholly original musical about seeing your parents through grown-up eyes.
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Customer Reviews

FUN HOME A FAMILY TRAGICOMIC is the latest work from the highly skilled, insightful, neurotic
and wry-humored pen of Alison Bechdel, best known for her "Dykes to Watch Out For" comic strip.
(One of the longest-running queer comic strips, "Dykes to Watch Out For" is over 20 years old, has
been syndicated in hundreds of papers, released in over 10 books, and is available online via the
author’'s website.) FUN HOME is Bechdel’'s graphically rendered account of growing up in rural
Pennsylvania in the 1960s and 70s with a particular focus on influences of her father's life and

death.Beginning with some of Bechdel's earliest memories of her father, readers meet a man who



was an intelligent, emotionally distant yet volatile, narcissistic perfectionist who struggled with
secrets. Trapped in the town not only of his youth but that of his ancestors for several generations,
Bechdel's father worked in the family business, a funeral home (known in the family as the "Fun
Home") established by her great-grandfather in the 19th century. In addition to his interest in local
history and historic preservation, Bechdel’s father was a closeted gay (or bisexual) man who had a
string of affairs, primarily with younger men, throughout his life.Divided into seven chapters, each of
which deals with particular themes in her childhood, FUN HOME contains a strong emphasis on
literary references. Chapters weave back and forth in time, revealing aspects of Bechdel’s childhood
and details of her father’'s death. Books and literature were an important influence in Bechdel’s life
growing up. Her father taught English Literature at the local high school while her mother studied
theater and performed in community plays.
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